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Christmas lights fill the centre of Mississauga ‘Celebration Square aftrer a recent tree ahead Sreaany (Submitted Photo} 


Mississauga council apologized to 
the city’s Chinese community after 
staff cancelled a planned commemora- 
tion of the Nanjing massacre of 1937. 

“We screwed up. We apologize. We 
made a horrible mistake,” said Ward 6 
Councillor Nando Iannicca at the Dec. 
13 city council meeting. 

Staff originally approved a request 
for a lighting of the city’s clock tower 
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in Celebration Square in honour of the 
terrible events 80 years ago. 

For six weeks beginning in Decem- 
ber 1937, invading Japanese soldiers 
raped and murdered thousands of Chi- 
nese women, men, children and in- 
fants. 

Shortly after agreeing to commemo- 
rate the event by lighting the square, 
staff revoked permission, upsetting 


members of the Chinese community. 
In a _ presentation to council, 
Josephine Bau was on hand to “pre- 
sent our serious concern over staff's 
decision to cancel a previously ap- 
proved request for community recog- 
nition of [the] Nanjing massacre.” 
Councillors were quick to admit a 
mistake was made and apologized. 
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Feds Year-end mailout ignores small biz anger over tax plan: CFIB 


by Marco Patrone 


A Liberal MP’s year-end 
mail-out touting the govern- 
ment’s help for small busi- 
ness ignores the 
overwhelming opposition to 
the  government’s tax 
changes, says a business 
lobby group. 

In his latest community 
bulletin, Mississauga- 
Lakeshore MP Sven 
Spengemann tells  con- 
stituents the government is, 
“lowering small business 
taxes to 9 per cent.” 

What it doesn’t mention is 
the Trudeau government 
only allowed the reduction 
after massive opposition 
from the business commu- 
nity. 

“They only agreed to rein- 
state the reduction in the 
small business tax credit be- 
cause of the outpouring of 
opposition by the small 
business community in the 


summer. Because of the un- 
precedented backlash over 
the summer, they did back- 
track on that quite a bit,” 
said Ashley Ziai, a policy an- 
alyst with the Canadian 
Federation of Independent 
Business. 

The planned phased-in re- 
duction of the small busi- 
ness tax rate from 11 per 
cent to 9 per cent was 
brought in by the Harper 
government and due to take 
effect in 2019. 

The Liberals deferred the 
reduction of the tax rate in 
their 2016 budget freezing it 
at 10.5 per cent, where it is 
now. 

That appeared to break a 
promise made by Justin 
Trudeau in the run up to the 
2015 election campaign 
when he vowed to lower the 
tax to 9 per cent on Jan. 1, 
2018, and then down to 


nine per cent on Jan. 1, 
2019. 

“We believe it was because 
of the unprecedented pres- 
sure this government came 
under over the summer that 
they had not expected,” Ziai 
told the Peel Weekly News. 

She says the mail out fails 
to “take into consideration 
all the other areas where 
small business owners are 
feeling added pressures.” 

She cites payroll tax in- 
creases in EI rates for em- 
ployers and employees, CPP 
premium increases and car- 
bon pricing depending on 
which provinces are in- 
volved. 

Ziai says she’s troubled by 
some of the language in the 
Trudeau government’s leg- 
islation which suggests 
business owners are not 
considered part of the “mid- 
dle class” deserving of sup- 


port which was at the heart 
of the Liberal’s winning 
election campaign strategy. 

“Our research shows the 
majority of small business 
owners do find themselves 
in the middle class, so who 
exactly are you trying to 
help? Business owners are 
not rolling in piles and piles 
of money contrary to some 
people’s belief that owning a 
business is a licence to print 
money. That is definitely 
not the case. 

“So you have to look at 
the entire picture,” she said 
referring to the year-end 
Liberal’s PR initiative. 

“What was in the 
brochure was not a lie but it 
does not tell full picture of 
the general small business 
climate.” 
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Mississauga homeowners face 2.74 per cent property tax hike 


by John Valorzi 


Mississauga homeowners 
will face a 2.74-per-cent hike 
in property taxes next year 
and businesses will pay 
higher stormwater fees in the 
city's 2018 budget. 

The budget, approved by 


council, will mean a $141 in- 
crease on the City’s portion of 
the property tax on an aver- 
age house’ valued _ at 
$604,000. 

The budget also raises 
stormwater fees on business 


for various anti-flooding pro- 
grams and boosts everything 
from MiWay fares, to recre- 
ational fees and_ other 
charges. 

Much of the new money 
raised will go to expand 
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MiWay service and hire 30 
new drivers and supervisors 
and grow the transit com- 
pany's routes. 

“Mississauga’s 2018 budget 
is a strong financial plan that 
invests in our city today and 
for the future, while continu- 
ing to provide families with 
the quality local services they 
rely on each day,” said Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie, who noted 
the city managed to find $3 
million in savings for next 
year. 

“We heard directly from 
residents and business own- 
ers about their city-building 
priorities including investing 
to expand public transit; 
combating gridlock by im- 
proving traffic management; 
offering a variety of recre- 
ational programs at our many 
community centres; and im- 
proving housing affordability. 
Budget 2018 also ensures 
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local government programs 
and services continue to be 
managed well and are deliv- 
ered in a cost-effective way. " 

Crombie had directed city 
staffin June to keep the over- 
all property tax hike closer to 
two per cent than three for 
city and regional services. 

To accomplish that, how- 
ever, would have required 
cuts to planned service in- 
creases and possible job cuts 
among the city's heavily 
unionized workforce. 

Brampton City Council also 
approved a 2.7 per cent in- 
crease for property taxes Ist 
week, which translates into 
an additional $126 for the av- 
erage residential home in the 
city. 

Some of the planned im- 
provements outlined in 
Brampton’s budget include 31 
new buses to serve growth 
areas, a fully-centralized fire 


campus, a dedicated team to 
focus on illegal second unit 
housing, lodging houses, and 
group homes, and expanded 
library services, including a 
new BramWest (Embleton) 
interim location. 

The final instalment of the 
Hospital Levy will also be re- 
flected in the 2018 property 
tax bill. According to officials, 
taxpayers will see a lesser 
amount than originally 
planned due to the city’s pre- 
vious investment earnings on 
amounts collected. 

Feedback from residents 
has been key to building the 
budget, said budget commit- 
tee chair Grant Gibson. 

“We hear from our commu- 
nity through multiple chan- 
nels every day ... we thank the 
community for helping shape 
key priorities that are re- 
flected in this budget,” he 
said. 
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Living Arts Centre defends “extraordinary” 90 per 
cent hike in operating costs 


by Marco Patrone 


The new head of Missis- 
sauga’s Living Arts Centre is 
defending a budget plan 
that nearly doubles the tax- 
payer supported group's op- 
erating costs. 

In a presentation to city 
council, Natalie Lue said in- 
creasing administrative and 
‘other’ costs is due in part to 
staffing upgrades as the cul- 
ture centre ramps up its pri- 
vate fundraising efforts next 
year. 

“So we've added some 
new positions, we’ve added 
some activities we’re taking 
on,” she said. 

The City provides the LAC 
with $2 million a year for 
upkeep for the city owned 
facility. Ward 6 Councillor 
Ron Starr wanted to know 
why the centre’s operating 
costs are almost doubling 
from $776,000 to almost 
$1.4 million. 

“We're all concerned that 
we run the best operation 
possible,” Starr said after 
pressing Lue on whether the 
staffing positions were new 
or moved from other de- 
partments." 

“The fundraising co-ordi- 
nator is a new position,” Lue 
responded. “The Director 
of Business Affairs is a new 


position in that we had a fi- 
nance position but not at 
that level. So we actually 
brought on somebody who 
is heading up finance, HR 
and IT. so it’s at a different 
level in the organization.” 

Starr questioned whether 
the added costs were justi- 
fied. “I just can’t see, that 
jumping almost double, 
where the advantages are to 
doing that in your grand 
scheme of things, trying to 
move ahead. I know the 
budget seems to balance but 
it’s extraordinary to be 
going with that number.” 

Lue said she’d get back to 
all the councillors with more 
budget details after the doc- 
ument is approved by the 
board next February. 

The centre is projecting it 
will fundraise $800,000 in 
2018, a four-fold increase 
from what it raised in 2017. 
It’s an ambitious goal that 
could leave the centre 
strapped for cash were it to 
fall short of that target. 

On Wednesday, Dec. 6, 
Lue and board chair Patrick 
Egan presented the five year 
strategic plan for the Living 
Arts Centre to council. 

Egan touted the centre as 


the city’s “premier arts and 


culture facility” with a 
“stunning atrium, three the- 
atres, seven professional 
crafts studios, an exhibition 
gallery, and an in-house 
restaurant and catering op- 
eration.” 

In the past councillors 
have pressed the LAC to 
raise money from sources 
other than city subsidies. 
The LAC has also been crit- 
icized for its “undemocratic” 
board appointment process 
and operating like an exclu- 
sive club. 

In 2016, after the General 
Committee approved a 


$100,000 grant to the LAC, 
Councillor Carolyn Parrish 


said, “It’s time the Living 
Arts Centre stood on its own 
two feet,” adding that other 
community organizations 
raised thousands of dollars 
without City support. 

As one of Canada’s most 
expensive community cen- 
tres, the LAC has received 
tens of millions from city 
taxpayers to cover costs of 
general maintenance, utili- 
ties, information technology 
and minor capital projects 
since it opened its door in 
1997. 

But like many taxpayer-fi- 
nanced groups, the centre 
will need to get more of its 
budget from private donors 


such as corporations and 
wealthy individuals or arts 
patrons as local govern- 
ments feel the budget 
squeeze caused by rising 
costs for transit and infra- 
structure, unionized labour 
and demands for more serv- 
ices.process to last. 

City Manager Janice 
Baker has told council she 
“anticipated it would take 
eight to 10 years to bring 
this plan to fruition.” Ian- 
nicca sounded more opti- 
mistic suggesting there’s a 
“three-year window to see 
how this unfolds.” 
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Council apologizes to Chinese community for memorial snub 


Continued from Pg 1 


“We goofed. Somebody 
goofed,” said Ward 5 
Councillor Carolyn Par- 
rish. 

Normally, the lighting 
of the square is intended 
to mark community 
events or to raise aware- 
ness of disorders like 
autism. 

This time, it was 
granted to mark a mas- 
sacre and council says it 
doesn’t want others com- 
ing forward with similar 
requests. 

Ward 6 Councillor Ron 
Starr proposed lighting 
the square on Dec. 13 on 
a one-time basis. 

Ward 9 Councillor Pat 
Saito supported him, 
provided the motion 
doesn’t set a precedent 
for similar requests in fu- 


ture. 

“I am going to support 
tonight only because we 
made a mistake. It was 
our mistake and we as a 
council have to recognize 
that. We cannot let a part 
of our community down 
when you were expecting 
this to happen,” she said. 

Saito added that the 
wording of the motion 
has to ensure there is no 
an exemption to the pol- 
icy because it’s “very dan- 
gerous wording and 
opens the door to more 
requests for exemptions.” 

Mississauga has strong 
ties with the Japanese 
business community, and 
council is taking pains to 
not offend that country. 

“It will be a one time 
thing,” said Mayor Bon- 
nie Crombie. 


Council voted unani- 
mously in favour of the 
lighting. 

The events of late 1937 
and early 1938 remain a 
source of anger and re- 
sentment among many 
Chinese people. Chinese 
sources say 300,000 
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people died, but the 
number and the details of 
what happened have 
been disputed by some 
Japanese to the irritation 
of China. 

To this day, it remains a 
sore point in relations 
with Japan, which has 


not atoned for the horror 
to the satisfaction of 
China. Chinese people 
want to make sure the 
event is never forgotten 
which is a key reason be- 
hind the request for some 
recognition of it in Mis- 
sissauga in 2017. 
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Patrick Brown shows moderate side, but 
election still up for grabs 


John Valorzi 
Columnist 


C Leader Patrick 

P Brown has obviously 

shifted his party to 
the centre in his bid to un- 
seat Ontario's ruling Liber- 
als after more than 14 years 
in power. 

But for those Ontarians 
who badly want to see a 
change in government in 
next June's election, the 
jury's still out on whether 
Brown has the right stuff to 
accomplish his goal or 
whether this province's vot- 
ers are prepared to give him 
that chance. 

The Tories have led the 
polls for most of the last two 
years or so and have often 
looked like a government in 
waiting. Brown's recently 
unveiled People's Guaran- 
tee policy platform will form 
the Progressive Conserva- 
tive campaign for the elec- 
tion and promises tax cuts, 
hydro bill reductions, child 
care help, more mental 


health spending and ac- 
countable government. 

The Tories have also 
promised to scrap the Lib- 
erals' cap and trade climate 
change policies and replace 
them with Ottawa's carbon 
tax. 

Moreover, they plan to 
run a deficit in their first 
year and pay $1 billion off 
Ontario's massive $313 bil- 
lion debt - a sop to deficit 
hawks like me. 

Brown also aims to keep 
the government's free-drug 
plan for peopleunder 25 
that kicks in Jan. 1 and will 
only delay - not scrap - the 
Liberals’ $15 minimum 
wage policy hated by the 
PC's small-business sup- 
porters. 

On the surface, that mix of 
progressive and conserva- 
tive policies might look like 
enough to vault Brown over 
the top. 

But as the 2011 and 2014 
elections showed, the Tories 
have a long way to go before 
they can cross the finish 
line. 


They face many of the 
same hurdles that denied 
former leader Tim Hudak 
the premiership in those 


campaigns despite his 
healthy lead in the polls 
ahead of the vote. 


yA ' 
The outcome of next 
June's election will hinge on 
several variables that are 
hard to predict today. 

First, will the NDP run an 
effective enough campaign 
to siphon progressives away 
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from the Liberals and give 
the Tories a leg up in GTA 
suburban ridings now dom- 
inated by Premier Kathleen 
Wynne's party. 

How much will the econ- 
omy and fears of a NAFTA 
trade collapse factor into 
the Ontario vote. 

How effective will Brown 
be as a campaigner in his 
first provincial election, 
against Wynne in her sec- 
ond as premier and New 
Democrat Andrea Horwath 
in her third as leader. 

Will strategic voting play 
the kind of role it did in 
2014, when unions, social 
groups and other NDP- 
leaning progressives parked 
their votes with Wynne's 
Liberals to thwart Hudak 
and his plans to cut 
100,000 public sector jobs. 

What do the Liberals have 
up their sleeves policy wise 
that they will unveil in next 
spring's provincial budget 
ahead of the vote to help get 
them re-elected. 

Will future events - a ter- 
rorist attack, a major plant 


shutdown, a political crisis 
or disaster - transform the 
campaign and _ elevate 
something unexpected into 
the key campagn issue no 
one expects. 

All I can safely predict is 
that the campaign will likel 
take on a dynamic of its o 
and stuff that happens in| 
the next six months coul 
transform the political land- 
scape and force politicians 
to deal with it. 

Former British prime 
minister, Harold Macmil- 
lan, was once asked what- 
was the most difficult thing 
about his job. 'Events, dea 
boy, events’, he quipped. 

For Brown, Wynne an 
Horwath, that's a challenge 
- but also an opportunity. 


John Valorzi is a veteran 

journalist and former business 

editor at the Canadian Press. 
john.valorzi@gmail.com 
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CFIB wants one-year delay in new small business tax rules Jan. 1 


by John Valorzi 


Income sharing changes 
for tens of thousands of 
small businesses are set to 
kick in New Year's Day, 
but there are no details on 
how it will affect small 
companies and their bot- 
tom line. 

That's why the country's 
biggest small business 
lobby group wants Ot- 
tawa to delay its new in- 
come sprinkling rules by a 
year to give companies 
more time to adjust. The 
Canadian Federation of 
Independent Business is 
also asking the provinces 
to pressure the federal 
Liberal government to ac- 
cept such a delay. 

"One of the largest tax 
changes for small busi- 
ness Owners in 40 years 
goes into effect in three 
weeks and the federal 
government has provided 
zero detail or implemen- 
tation advice to business 
owners or tax profession- 
als," says CFIB president 
Dan Kelly in a statement. 

"The new rules to the 
way small business own- 
ers share income with 
family members may re- 


quire changes to existin 
business structures an 
there will be no time to 
make any of this happen 
before year end. Even if 

overnment releases the 

etail today, it will land at 
one of the busiest times of 
the year for thousands of 
firms in the retail and 
service sector." 

Earlier this year, small 
businesses, erupted with 
furor against Ottawa's 
"tax fairness" plan to scale 
back the use of private 
corporations to avoid 
taxes and reduce so-called 
income sprinkling that al- 
lows small business own- 
ers _ to divide business 
profits among family to 
cut their overall tax bite 
Federal Finance Minister 
Bill Morneau also hinted 
at changes in capital gains 
tax rules for small busi- 
ness. - 

The opposition Conser- 
vatives and the country's 
business groups - includ- 
ing the Mississauga and 
Brampton boards of trade 
- lobbied feverish] 
against the planne 
changes, putting 


Morneau and _ the 
Trudeau government in 
the crosshairs of anti-tax- 
hike groups as well as 
doctors, lawyers and_tax 
professionals affected by 
the changes. ; 
Critics accused the Lib- 
erals of a "tax grab" and 
said the changes would 
cost business billions of 
dollars in higher taxes and 
squeeze the economy. 
Morneau. _ consulted 
widely on the ideas and 
scaled them back a bit 
after the public backlash 
and the political damage 
it inflicted on the govern- 
ment. In October, he an- 
nounced Ottawa would 
cut the small business tax 
of 10.5 per cent to nine 
per cent by 2019, which 
will pump $2.9 billion 
into the pockets of busi- 
ness owners over five 
years. : 
In his fall economic 
statement, Morneau also 
left capital gains rules un- 
changed and made a new 
commitment to release 
the draft legislative pro- 
osals for income sprin- 
ing "later this fall." 


Cities stuck with bill as Feds/Prov cash in 
on pot, says Crombie 


by Marco Patrone 


The city of Mississauga is 
sending a ‘strongly’ worded 
letter to Ottawa demanding 
a share of tax revenues from 
upcoming marijuana sales. 

“So far, we’re not being of- 
fered a single cent of rev- 
enue. We need to work that 
out,” said Mississauga 
mayor Bonnie Crombie. 

“We need to identify 
what’s in it for us. We’re 
going to be the ones stuck 
with the problems, the en- 
forcement problems 
whether its bylaw enforce- 
ment or its Peel Regional 
Police or it’s the social issues 
that will come up,” she told 
city council at a meeting 
Dec. 6. 

Federal Finance Minister 
Bill Morneau has struck a 
two-year deal with the 
provinces on sharing mari- 
Juana tax revenues. 

He says legalized pot will 
be priced at about $10 a 
gram to competitively shut 
out black market sales. The 
deal gives the provinces and 
territories 75 cents of every 
dollar collected in excise tax 
levied on cannabis. 

Some estimates predict 
the marijuana tax will gen- 
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erate as much as $400 mil- 
lion annually. 

The municipalities will 
end up paying much of the 
administrative costs to host 
marijuana stores. Crombie 
says the province has sig- 
naled a willingness to deal 
with the cities but not the 
Trudeau government. 

“T don’t think the federal 

overnment has indicated 
their willingness so we need 
to write a strong message, a 
strong letter to all levels of 
government. The federal 
and provincial govern- 


ments, it’s very nice they're 
going to revenue share and 
we get all the costs.” 

The wording of the letter 
has been approved by Gen- 
eral Committee and needs 
final approval by Council 


December 13th. 

Also at the December 6th 
meeting, Ward 1 Councillor 
Jim Tovey complimented 
the staff report on the mari- 
juana sales issue but noted 
the misspelling of the word 
‘marijuana’. 

“We are introducing a 
marijuana licencing bylaw, 
could we spell ‘marijuana’ 
el te Marijuana _is 
spelled with a ‘j’ not an ‘h’. 
It’s been a ‘]' since I was in 
high school.” 

ity Manager Janice 
Baker noted the proper 
spelling in the legislation 
will be used setting up by- 
laws. 

“The last thing we would 
want is for something to fail 
on a technicality,” she said. 


After the changes, Lib- 
erals said the government 
was aiding business and 
only affecting the richest 

rivate operators. But the 

FIB said the coming 
rules have sowed great 
confusion for everyone. 

"After positive signs that 
government was startin 
to listen to the concerns 0 
small business owners, 
moving ahead at this 
stage with changes that 
have not been legislated 
studied or even share 
would amount to another 
broken promise to 
Canada's entrepreneurs,” 
Kelly complained. : 

In a letter ahead of this 
week's meeting of federal 
and, provincial finance 
ministers, CFIB called on 
all provinces to urge the 
federal government to 
delay any changes to in- 
come sprinkling rules to 
Jan. 1, 2019. | . 

The federation said it re- 
mains concerned that the 
new rules on income 
sprinkling won't take into 
account many of the for- 
mal and informal ways 
family members partici- 


pate in the business, par- 
ticularly the role of 
spouses. Business owners 
are also worried _ they 
could face more red tape 
to prove that their family 
members make a "mean- 
ingful contribution" to the 
family enterprise. 

"The government has 
used the term ‘tax fair- 
ness' when speaking of 
the tax proposals,” Kelly 
said. "But leaving busi- 
nesses in the dark about 


changes that are just 
ks away, is anything 
but fair," 

CFIB is Canada's largest 
association of small and 
medium-sized businesses 
with 109,000 members. 
In Mississauga, 38 per 
cent of the city's 88,000 
companies are small busi- 
nesses, mom-and-pop 
stores and independent 
operators or private com- 
panies. 


Mississauga bike trails getting a make-over 


by Jessica Padhi 


Cyclists are gearing up for 
the new changes coming to 
Mississauga’s roads. 

The Ontario Municipal 
Commuter Cycling Grant 
Program announced De- 
cember 4th Mississauga is 
one of 120 municipalities 
receiving funding. The City 
is patting $2.3 million to 
build better cycling net- 
works and improvements 
along busy routes to sup- 
port safer cycling in the city. 

“We welcome this impor- 
tant city-building invest- 
ment being made by the 
Government of Ontario to 
improve and build new bike 
lanes and cycling infrastruc- 
ture throughout Missis- 
sauga,” said Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie in a press release. 

“Council and staff remain 
committed to ensuring res- 
idents and visitors can 
safely get to work, school 
and around our community 
using cycling; and continue 
to enjoy healthy active 
lifestyles,” Crombie said. 

As part of Ontario's Cli- 
mate Change Action Plan, 
The Government of Ontario 
announced, earlier this 
year, it will be investing 
$42.5 million for new bike 


—e- 


lanes and other cycling in- 
frastructure. The budget 
has now been increased to 
$93 million, with funding 
determined by the size of 
the municipality. 

“As part of a two-tiered 
municipal government, 
Mississauga and the Region 
of Peel are splitting the 
funding, with the Region of 
Peel receiving $4.2 million 
and the City receiving $2.3 
million in the first year of a 
four-year program,” said 
City Manager and Chief Ad- 
ministrative Officer, Janice 
Baker. 

“This funding will help the 
City continue to work to- 
ward our strategic goal of 
making our city more 
pedestrian and_ cycling 
friendly by improving infra- 
structure along heavily- 
travelled routes. 

“This funding is well- 
timed as it coincides with 
the update of the 2010 Cy- 
cling Master Plan that is 
currently underway,” said 
Commissioner of Trans- 
portation and Works, Geoff 
Wright. “This will give us 
more capacity to continue 
to build our cycling infra- 
structure network and allow 


us to complete projects such 
as the Burnhamthorpe 
Road East multi-use trail.” 

Some of the Ontario Mu- 
nicipal Commuter heme 
Grant Program approve 
key projects that were also 
part of the 2010 Cycling 
Master Plan include: 

Completion of the 
east/west trail along Burn- 
hamthorpe Road that will 
connect to the ee south 
Etobicoke Creek Trail. 

- A multi-use trail along 
Mavis Road from Courtney- 
park Drive to 407 near the 
Brampton border. 

- Development of a new 
east/west trail that will con- 
nect Mississauga to Oakville 
just north of Winston 
Churchill Boulevard at 
Royal Windsor Drive. 

- Development of a new 
north/south trail that runs 
north and south from Dun- 
das Street to to the trail at 
Tahoe Station (Mississauga 
Transitway) 

The grant will cover up to 
80 per cent of the project 
cost and all projects that use 
funds from the cycling grant 
must be completed by De- 
cember 30, 2020. 
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Hydrogenics shows Trudeau its fuel cell bus project during China trip 


by John Valorzi 


Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau's recent trade trip 
to China aimed to boost 
commerce, investment and 
tourism between the two 
countries, and a Missis- 
sauga clean energy devel- 
oper showed him how that 
can happen. 

Hydrogenics Corp., which 
develops and makes hydro- 
gen generation and hydro- 
gen-based power modules, 
hosted the prime minister 
last week in Beijing and 
demonstrated how Cana- 
dian-Chinese joint ventures 
can succeed for both coun- 
tries. 

Hydrogenics and Beijing 
SinoHytec are partners in 
building fuel cell systems 
and plan to deliver 150 fuel 
cell buses for Foton Motor 


Group for Zhangjiakou, the 
northern city where China 
will be hosting the 2022 
Winter Olympic Games. 
Daryl Wilson, the U of T 
chemical engineer who is 
president and CEO of Hy- 
drogenics, said he told the 
prime minister on a visit to 
a Foton bus that "the part- 
nership between Hydrogen- 
ics and SinoHytec is an 
excellent example of Cana- 
dian and Chinese compa- 
nies working together to 
bring clean energy trans- 
portation to China.” 
According to Hydrogen- 
ics, Zhang Guogqiang, chair- 
man of SinoHytec, told 
Trudeau the Mississauga 
company “has the leading 
technology for providing 
zero-emission transit solu- 


tions to the public." 

"We are currently com- 
pleting the largest operating 
hydrogen fuel cell bus fleet 
on the planet, and we look 
forward to a very successful 
and long-term collaboration 
with Hydrogenics,” Zhang 
said. 

Hydrogenics began its 
partnership with SinoHytec 
in June, 2016 and its one of 
many the 22-year-old com- 
pany has around the world 
to build markets for its tech- 
nology. To grow in China, 
most foreign companies 
need Chinese partners, but 
success is not always as- 
sured and many joint ven- 
tures have failed for various 
reasons. 

Though Trudeau helped 
cement some deals for 


Canada during his trip, he 
failed in persuading the Chi- 
nese government to start 
formal free-trade talks with 
Canada, in part over Cana- 
dian demands such a deal 
would have to address 
human rights, labour rights, 
the environment and other 
social issues. 

For now, it appears a 
boost in trade ties between 
the two countries may have 
to wait until the NAFTA 
renegotiation with the U.S. 


and Mexico is over and 
Canada has also agreed to a 
new Trans-Pacific partner- 
ship deal over the next sev- 
eral months. 

Hydrogenics is headquar- 
tered on Admiral Blvd. in 
the Hurontario St. area near 
Courtneypark Dr. E. in 
northern Mississauga and 
provides hydrogen genera- 
tion, energy storage and hy- 
drogen power modules to 
transit, forklift and other 
customers and _ partners 


around the world. 

The company has 140 em- 
ployees and manufacturing 
sites in Germany, Belgium 
and Canada and rservice 
centres in Russia, China, 
India, Europe, nd North 
America. 

Hydrogenics has about 60 
employees in Mississauga 
and generated annual sales 
of US$42.4 million last 
year. 
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Mississauga's McKesson 
Canada, owner of the Rexall 
Drug Store chain, is buying 
Well.ca, an e-commerce 
website that sells vitamins, 
health, beauty and baby 
products. 

Financial terms were not 
revealed for the deal, which 
is expected to help boost on- 
line sales for McKesson 
Canada's retail outlets, in- 
cluding 471 Rexall pharma- 
cies across the country. 

"Today's customer wants a 
digital experience," says 
Domenic Pilla, CEO of 
McKesson Canada. "Com- 
bined with McKesson 
Canada's distribution net- 
work and retail footprint, 
patients and customers will 
have convenient access and 
more choices..." 


PROVIDING 
ALL YOUR 


Well.ca is based in the 
southwestern Ontario city of 
Guelph and is Canada's 
biggest online shopping 
portal for health, wellness, 
natural and baby products. 

"Well.ca's  "digital-first" 
approach to retail has con- 
tinuously pushed the bound- 
aries of the customer 
experience in Canada," says 
Rebecca McKillican, CEO of 
Well.ca. 

"Together with McKesson 
Canada, we will be able to 
establish new business rela- 
tionships and accelerate our 
mission to help our cus- 
tomers live healthier and 
happier lives." 

Well.ca and McKesson 
Canada have been working 
together since the website 
began in 2008 and 


CORPORATE NEEDS 
FOR OVER 35 YEARS! 


Meetings 
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Town Halls 


Product Launches 


McKesson has become one 
of Well.ca's biggest partners. 

The acquired company 
will operate as a distinct 
business within the 
McKesson group and keep 
existing headquarters in 
Guelph. 

Rexall Canada, with 7,300 
employees across the coun- 
try, is based in north-central 
Mississauga on Cooper Av- 
enue, near the Hershey Cen- 
tre arena just south of 


Highway 401. 
The company was bought 
by U.S. drug supplier 


McKesson Corp. for $3 bil- 
lion last year from Edmon- 
ton's Katz Group -- a deal 
that's expected to intensify 
competition in Canada's 
drug store sector. 


Training 
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Letts: I’ve Seen The Future.... And It Is Good 


by Todd Letts 


I walked into the venue 
and she was wearing a 
unique set of glasses. I 
didn’t think much of it at 
the time. Later, I would find 
out its significance. I was at 
a summit of Singularity U, 
the first of its kind in 
Canada. 

The summit’s mandate 
was to bring together Cana- 
dian and international lead- 
ers to discuss, illuminate 
and unlock solutions for 
some of the world’s biggest 
problems. By noon on Day 
1, my mind was officially 
blown. 

I saw about a dozen other 
confident, helpful individu- 
als wearing the glasses. 
These folks, like the woman 
I encountered upon arrival, 
were designated as official 
way-finders for the confer- 
ence. Their job was to an- 
swer questions and provide 
directions to the various de- 
bates, presentations and 
workshops occurring 


through the maze of meet- 
ing rooms and workspace at 
Toronto’s Evergreen Brick- 
works, the hipster venue 
which hosted the summit. 
What I didn’t know, was 
that these “way-finders” 
were all legally blind. It 
struck me again, then and 
there, like it does so often in 
my role with the Brampton 
Board of Trade, that all of 
the work that board mem- 
bers do to innovate, to in- 
vest and develop new ideas, 
not only helps build suc- 
cessful companies and 
prosperous communities, 
but also has the power to 
profoundly change lives 
and the world we live in. 
To turn disability into 
ability must be profoundly 
rewarding for the inventors. 
The eGlasses are the inven- 
tion of eSight. eSight is a 
clinically validated, wear- 
able device that enables the 
legally blind to actually see, 
be mobile, and independ- 


ently work and study. eS- 
ight located in Toronto, is 
just one of the many inno- 
vative products and tech- 
nologies profiled during the 
event. 

Many in the Board of 
Trade’s membership are 
confident about the future. 
This confidence is not mis- 
placed. You see, innovation 
has a long history in 
Brampton. 

Need proof? Next time 
you pull out a five-dollar bill 
to purchase your morning 
coffee check out the flip 
side. Yes — there it is. 
“Made In Brampton” inge- 
nuity for all to see - MDA’s 
Canadarm. 

And there are many other 
stories of local companies 
innovating for success. I 
had lunch recently with 
board member Suneet Tuli, 
owner of Datawind. Tuli is 
brilliant. Together with his 
brother, they have pro- 
duced and _ successfully 


marketed the world’s most 
affordable tablet, recently 
released a phone app to 
provide internet to remote 
parts of India and hold 
many patents on innovative 
solar energy products. 

I also had the chance to 
tour Coca-Cola’s Brampton 
plant this month and saw 
one of the world’s most ad- 
vanced production lines 
and how application of new 
technologies allows 2,200 
cans to be filled every 
minute. 

What’s most remarkable 
for me is that, at this time in 
history, there are about a 
dozen disruptive technolo- 
gies growing very quickly at 
the same time. AI — artifi- 
cial intelligence, robots, au- 
tonomous vehicles, 
3D-printing, block chain 
and bitcoin are just a few. 

Although much of popu- 
lar media discussion sur- 
rounds the _ disruptive 
nature of new technologies, 


of how jobs may be im- 
pacted by automation, it got 
me thinking about the fun- 
damental nature of work in 
the future: what work 
should humans be doing? 
What should be left to the 
robots? 

At the dawn of humanity, 
humans had to work seven 
days a week to feed them- 
selves; as time lapsed, 
agrarian society required 
six or more; today’s indus- 
trial workweek is five, and 
in some countries less than 
that. 

We live in interesting 
times where; AirBnB, the 
largest accommodation 
provider owns no real as- 
sets; Facebook, the most 
popular media provider 
creates no content and Net- 
flix, the largest television 
station lays no cable. Jobs 
are changing and so are we. 

The disruptive challenge 
is real, but so too is the op- 
portunity. Businesses will 


constantly be changing par- 
adigms in order to best 
adapt. Transition can be 
scary. Much will be learned, 
and much will have to be 
un-learned, because busi- 
ness models will change, 
from simply linear supply 
chains to platforms that 
allow exponential demand 
to be served. 

The Brampton Board of 
Trade is here to help busi- 
nesses in that transition. 
Through our leadership in 
convening important meet- 
ings of Canada’s Innovation 
corridor, business people 
are taking a collaborative 
approach to understanding 
applications of new tech- 
nologies. 

Spending time with global 
leaders and learning more 
about their leading compa- 
nies and technologies is the 
best part of my job. I have 
seen the future....and it is 
good. 


No Canadian bid on Amazon’s HQ2 short- 


list, says WSJ 


by Marco Patrone 


The Wall Street Journal 
has released a shortlist of 
cities likely to be Amazon’s 
next headquarters and there 
are no Canadian sites on it. 

The NY-based business 
daily listed Dallas, Boston, 
Washington DC, Atlanta 
and Seattle as the five sites 
most likely to be the win- 
ning bidder based on the e- 
commerce giant’s own 
criteria. 

The Journal made its se- 
lection based on interviews 
with site-selection experts, 
and insiders who know how 
Amazon thinks. It went on 
to rank the cities based on 
factors like proximity to a 
major airport, quality uni- 
versities, a million residents 
in the area and public trans- 
portation. 

With 50,000 quality jobs 
at stake and billions in eco- 
nomic spinoffs, there is no 
shortage of bidders. The 
WSJ isn’t the only analyst 
ignoring the Canadian bids. 

U.S. economist Barbara 
Byrne Denham says the 
prospect of choosing a 
Canadian location “would 
not be looked at favourably 
in the current political cli- 
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mate just because of the buy 
American kind of thing.” 

Denham was referring to 
President Donald Trump’s 
push to repatriate millions 
of jobs lost to other coun- 
tries over the last 20 years. 

The GTA bid is a coopera- 
tive effort spearheaded by 
the Toronto Global GTA for- 
eign investment agency in- 
cluding possible locations in 
Brampton, Mississauga, 
Halton, Durham and York 
regions. 

Denham’s shortlist in- 
cludes New York and Wash- 
ington D.C as the top two 
choices followed by subur- 
ban Virginia, New Orleans 
and Boston. 

Despite not including 
Canadian cities on her 
shortlist, she says Canada 
“has a chance for many 
measures that weren’t in- 
cluded [in the report],” cit- 
ing good health care, 
education, access to skiing, 
lakes and transportation. 

President Donald Trump 
made “buy America” a key 
centrepiece of his 2016 elec- 
tion campaign and _ later 
cancelled trade deals like 
the Trans-Pacific partner- 


ship which he considers un- 
fair to U.S workers. 

Amazon says 238 bids 
were submitted from cities 
in Canada, the United States 
and Mexico - including 10 
from across Canada — for 
the project, which could be- 
come one of the biggest sin- 
gle real estate developments 
in Canadian history. Ama- 
zon is not expected to an- 
nounce its pick until well 
into next year. 

In other developments, 
the giant e-commerce com- 
pany is rapidly expanding in 
Canada, where it recently 
announced it is opening a 
second office in Vancouver 
that will double its current 
work force in the B.C. city to 
2,000 by 2020. 

It also plans to build a 
massive new distribution 
centre in the Calgary area 
next year, creating 750 full- 
time positions. That would 
grow the company's work- 
force to well over 5,000 peo- 
ple in Canada, including 
extensive operations in the 
GTA, where the company 
has big distribution depots 
in Brampton and Missis- 
sauga. 
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Stumbling Steelheads Look to get Back on Track 


by Brendan Lang and Joe Snider 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads have fallen way 
back in the OHL’s Cen- 
tral division standings 
after losing their last 9 
games. 

With a busy weekend 
ahead they'll look to 
change their fortunes 
starting Thursday --(Dec 
14) when they travel to 
Windsor to face the Spi- 
tires, start time 1s 
7:05PM. After taking 
Friday off they get back 
on the ice Saturday and 
take on the London 
Knights at Budweiser 
Gardens in the Forest 


City, starting at 7:00 
PM. Sunday (December 
17th) they return home 
to play the Sudbury 
Wolves in a matinee 
starting at 2. While the 
Steelheads sit in the 
basement of the OHL's 
Eastern Conference, the 
Hamilton bulldogs are 
making some _ noise, 
leading the East with 42 
points - with a record of 
18-7-3-3. 

Over in the Western 
Conference, the Sault 
Ste. Marie Greyhounds 
sit in first place with 56 
points; they've won 26 


games on the season and 
have a current 17 game 
winning streak. 

For the Steelheads, 
Albert Michnac contin- 
ues to lead the team of- 
fensively with 37 points 
in 31 games while D- 
man Nicolas Hague 
leads the team in total 
goals with 17. Missis- 
sauga’s goaltenders 
haven’t played up to 
their capabilities of late, 
with Jacob Ingham post- 
ing a 3.72 Goals Against 
Average while Emanuel 
Vella sports a 3.74 GAA. 

Around the OHL, 


many players are having 
great seasons so far with 
the point leader board 
looking like this: 

Jordan Kyrou of the 


P TICKETS 


Sarnia Sting leads the 
way with 58 points, 
Aaron Luchuk of the 
Windsor Spitfires is 


ts] 6 


right behind him with 51 


and in third place is 
Morgan Frost of the 
Sault Ste. Marie Grey- 
hounds with 47. 


Vallorani Returns, Beast Defeat Railers 


by Benedict Rhodes 


David Vallorani made his 
2017/18 ECHL debut on 
Sunday in a 4-3 shootout 
victory over the Worcester 
Railers in the Brampton 
Beast's annual Teddy Bear 
Toss game. 

Vallorani, who was 
Brampton's leader in points 
last season, scoring 32 goals 
and added 51 assists for a 
total of 83 points, spent the 
early part of the season 
playing for Almtuna IS in 
Sweden. 

He scored 3 goals and 8 
assists in 23 games before 
making the switch back to 
the ECHL. 

Marcus Hogberg was 
solid in net for the Beast 
again, and made many key 
saves in the first period be- 
fore the Railers finally put a 
puck past him with 58 sec- 
onds left, giving them a 1-0 
lead. 

Just under three minutes 


into the second period, Alex 
Foster picked up a rebound 
from a Brandon Marino 
shot and fired it into the net 
for the equalizer. 

As he wheeled off in cele- 
bration, hundreds of teddy 
bears came flying out of the 
sky, which will be donated. 

At 14:45, David Vallorani 
and Brandon Marino, who 
were surely happy to be 
playing together again, 
combined for assists on Ste- 
fan Fournier's goal, giving 
Brampton a 2-1 lead. 

It reminded Beast fans of 
last season, in which the 
duo combined for 155 
points. 

3:28 into the third period, 
Vallorani shot down the ice 
and put the puck in the top 
corner, giving Brampton a 
3-1 lead. 

Worcester would fight 
back as goals from Frankie 
DiChiara and Chris 
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Langkow tied the game at 3, 
forcing overtime. 

In the extra frame, both 
goaltenders made key saves 
and the game went to a 
shootout. 

Reggie Traccitto scored 
the winning shot for the 


j sz 


Beast, sealing their second 
win in a row. 

The next game for the 
Beast is on Friday night, 
Dec. 15 at 7.15 p.m.when 
they host the Toledo Wall- 
eye. 
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Martin Traded to Reading 


Royals 


The Brampton Beast, 
ECHL affiliate of the Mon- 
treal Canadiens, have 


traded forward Colin Mar- 
tin to the Reading Royals. 
The deal will see Martin 
head to Reading in ex- 
change for futures for 
Brampton. 
The Beast will be able to 


Wie. 
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. 
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pick up a player at the 
trade deadline or at the 
end of the season. 

Martin, a native of Lon- 
don, Ontario, suited up in 
eight contests for Bramp- 
ton and recorded two as- 
sists and four penalty 
minutes. 
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NHL Hockey Agent Don Meehan A Power House in the 
Hockey World 


by David Robinson 


A few years ago, I had 
the opportunity to meet 
and talk with Brian 
Burke, the high profile 
president of the Leafs 
and now with the Calgary 
Flames. 

I was curious about the 
life of a hockey agent, so 
Iasked him if is it all 
_ it is cracked up to 

2. 

Brian looked at me with 
a dead straight face and 
told me in no uncertain 
terms that, in his opin- 
ion, it is easier to make it 
to the NHL as a player 
then it is to become a 
successful hockey agent. 

That put it all into per- 
spective for me. What ap- 
pears to be a glamorous 
highly paid job is in fact 
very difficult with long 
hours, numerous pit falls 
and problems that would 
surely sink a person of 
weak character and de- 
termination. 

Don Meehan has suc- 
ceeded beyond his 
wildest dreams and sits 
atop the hockey world as 
the most premiere agent 
with 130 top NHL Play- 
ers under contract. 

From his lavish New- 
port Sports Management 
offices in the Square One 
area, he manages a staff 
of 21 highly skilled con- 
sultants and _ business 
people who provide a 
360 degree wraparound 
service to their multi mil- 
lion dollar clients. 

Some of the current 
NHLers they represent 
include Tyler Bosak, Phil 
Kessel, Erik Karlsson and 
Hendrik Lundqvist. 

It wasn’t always clear 
sailing for Don, and there 
were times in the early 
years when he was sec- 
ond guessing himself and 
the career path he had 
chosen for himself. 

Born and raised in 
Montreal during the 50’s, 
Don _ played football 
though his youth and 
then attended McGill 
where became a starting 
wide receiver for the 
Redmen. 

He got his undergrad 
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BA degree and then en- 
tered McGill Law School. 

He graduated in 1975 
and left his home town to 
come to Toronto. He did 
his mandatory articling 
stint and then was called 
to the bar in 1977. 

He gained valuable ex- 
perience working for a 
small law firm in Toronto 
handling corporate 
clients, taxation and real 
estate. 

It was a good paying 
job, but Don could not 
see himself doing this for 
much longer. His college 
football days gave him a 
lot of friends who would 
regularly ask him for 
legal advice. 

He got to_ thinking 
maybe providing legal 
advice to athletes would 
be a more enjoyable and 
lucrative way to practise 
law. It was about this 
time in the mid late 70’s 
that the concept of sports 
agent was beginning to 
take off. 

The early pioneers of 
that era included the 
likes of Gus Badali, Bill 
Watters and, of course, 
the infamous Alan Eagle- 
son. 

Don went to the princi- 
pals of his law firm and 
laid out his plan for a 
niche market serving ath- 
letes. They were not im- 
pressed and deemed it 
too risky and unlikely to 
succeed. 

To deter his seemingly 
wayward ambitions, the 
firm offered him partner- 
ship. Don declined and 
left the firm shortly after 
to strike out on his own. 

Setting up shop in 
small office in Rexdale, 
he began to gather some 
initial clients. Ron La- 
pointe, a QMJHL player 
and later the coach of the 
Quebec Nordiques was 
Don’s first signing, but it 
wasn’t until he signed Pat 
Lafontaine of New York 
Islanders that his career 
as a sports agent really 
took off. 

“Tt is really important 
to get that first big star 
player,” said Meehan. 


“That gets the ball 
rolling and gives you the 
credibility you need to 
sign other players. The 
first thing a player asks is 
who do you represent? If 
you have a notable star 
player in your stable it 
opens the door,” adds 
Meehan. 

He moved to his cur- 
rent Mississauga office 
on City Center Drive in 
1981. 

The process of signing a 
player to an NHL con- 
tract can often be a long 
arduous task, often in- 
volving many years and 
beginning when _ the 
player is still in his mid 
teens. 

The classic example of 
the process can be illus- 
trated with the recent re- 
cruitment of Ramus 
Dahlin, a highly ranked 
Swedish player currently 
playing in the Swedish 
pro league and expected 
to go ist overall in the 
2018 June NHL entry 
draft. 

Born in 2000, Dahlin 
was discovered by the 
Newport team at the age 
of 16. Don Meehan and 
his team met numerous 
times with this player 
and his family to gain 
their trust and confi- 
dence. 

They began to offer 
them advice in a wide 
array of topics including, 
physical training, nutri- 
tion, money manage- 
ment, taxation, moving 
and travelling abroad 
and corporate sponsor- 
ships. 

“We provide a holistic 
approach to player man- 
agement,” adds Meehan. 
“Everything is taken care 
of, soup to nuts.” 

However, only when 
the player signs a pro 
contract and begins to 
earn a living as profes- 
sional player will Meehan 
collect a fee which he has 
set at a flat 3%. 

“We spend a lot of time, 
effort and work into 
managing the players 
needs in the early going 
with no remuneration 


until he turns pro several 
years down the road, but 
it is the risk we take to 
grow our client base,” 
adds Meehan. 

Newport Sports repre- 
sents players at all levels 
of hockey, from junior 
and the minor leagues to 
pro leagues in Europe 
and of course the NHL. 

Don holds an opinion 
on the draft age that it 
may increase to 19 in the 
near future. 

This will give the play- 
ers more time to develop 
and provide for a 
stronger junior league as 
the top players will be re- 
quired to stay back one 
more year. It also means 
that another year of ma- 
turity would be beneficial 
at the NHL level. 

When asked about the 
future of the NHL in Eu- 
rope and China he was 
quite positive that this 
will come to pass in time. 
The NHLis already play- 
ing games in these parts 
of the world with success. 
So it only a matter of 
time before a regular 
schedule of overseas 
games is included. 

Don has remained sin- 
gle over the years prefer- 
ring to devote his time to 
his business. He lives in 
nearby Oakville and 
when not working he en- 
joys golf, spending time 
with nieces and nephews 
and volunteering for 
Canada Dog Guides. 

At 66 with a long suc- 
cessful career behind 
him, Don no longer has 
to work but prefers to 
keep going and stay ac- 
tive. “I know some day I 
have to quit but I am still 
having fun and enjoying 
the ride.” 

Dave Robinson is a 36- 
year Mississauga resi- 
dent with a passion for a 
variety of sports includ- 
ing, hockey, — skiing, 
snowshoeing, triathlon, 
golf and windsurfing. 
When he is not writing 
about sports, he can be 
found running the credit 
river trails or riding his 
bike out toward Milton. 
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Caledon families get new homes for the holidays 


Several families received a 
special gift for the holidays - 
a new home. 

Habitat for Humanity 
GTA (Habitat GTA) joined 
members of the Caledon 
community for a home ded- 
ication ceremony on Dec. 12 
at their Kennedy Road site, 
the organization’s first 
homebuilding project in the 
area. 

The ceremony brought to- 
gether special guests, in- 
cluding Mayor’ Allan 
Thompson, to recognize 
Habitat homeowners that 
will call these houses their 
homes in time for the holi- 
days. 

“With a shortage of af- 
fordable housing options 
across the GTA, we’re proud 
to provide affordable home- 
ownership to families in the 
Town of Caledon for the 
first time in (the organiza- 
tion’s) history,” said HGTA 
Gift-in-Kind Vice President 
Thomas Fischer. 

“Tt has been a team effort, 
and a personal pleasure 
working with our ourpart- 
ners to make this dream of 
affordable homeownership 


come true for families in 
need of a safe, decent, and 
affordable places to call 
home.” 

Mayor Thompson said 
that he was extremely proud 
to welcome the newest 
members of the community. 

"This project further 
demonstrates the success of 
the Habitat for Humanity 
program and I look forward 
to further partnering with 
Habitat on future Caledon 
initiatives." 


HGTA partners’ with 
working, low-income fami- 
lies in need of a safe, decent, 
and affordable place to call 
home. 

In lieu of a down payment, 
Habitat homeowners volun- 
teer 500 hours of sweat eq- 
uity, building their own 
homes, the homes of others, 
and in Habitat ReStores. 

Habitat homeowners 


make zero-interest mort- 
gage payments capped at 
30% of their household in- 


come, removing the barriers 
of ownership, allowing fam- 
ilies to build better lives for 
themselves and their chil- 
dren in decent, affordable 
Habitat homes. 

For more information 
about the Kennedy Road 
build project, visit habitat- 
gta.ca/builds/kennedy- 
phase-1/, or follow the 
organization on Twitter 
@HabitatGTA. 


Holiday Hours for Town of 


Caledon 


by Alex Gregory 


Holiday hours are now in 
effect for the Town of Cale- 
don’s offices, facilities and 
non-emergency services. 

The Town Hall Offices, 
and Fire and Emergency 
Services Headquarters 
(non-emergency services), 
and Caledon Provincial Of- 
fences Court Office will be 
closed from Dec. 25 - Jan. 1, 
2018. 

The Dufferin Provincial 
Offences Court Office (55 
Zina Street, Orangeville) 
will be open from Dec. 27 - 
29. Regular hours will re- 
sume on Tuesday, Jan. 2, 
2018. 

Several community cen- 
tres, including the Albion 
Bolton Community Centre, 
Caledon Centre for Recre- 
ation and Wellness and the 
Caledon East Community 
Complex, will be open until 
noon on Dec. 24, and will be 
closed on Dec. 25 and 26. 

The centres will have reg- 
ular hours from Dec. 27 - 
30, and will be open until 
noon on Dec. 31. They will 
remained closed on Jan. 1, 
2018. 

A holiday drop-in activity 
schedule is available online 
at caledon.ca/recreation. 


The Lloyd Wilson Arena 
will be closed from Dec. 24 - 
26, and will operate on a 
holiday schedule from Dec. 
27 - 31. 

Rural facilities will be 
available for rentals, holiday 
rates may apply. For more 
information, please contact 
(905) 584-2272, ext. 7327. 

The Caledon Animal Shel- 
ter will be closed from Dec. 
24 - 26, and will be open 
from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. from 
Dec. 27 - 29. The centre will 
also be open from 9 a.m. - 3 
p.m. on Dec. 30, and will be 
closed on Dec. 31 and Jan. 1 
before resuming normal 
hours on Jan. 2. 

All branches of the Cale- 
don Library will be closed 
from Dec. 24 - 26, open reg- 
ular hours from Dec. 27 - 
30, and will close again on 
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1. 

All offices, facilities and 
non-emergency services will 
resume regular operational 
hours on January 2, 2018. 

For more information on 
closures and holiday sched- 
ules, visit the Town of Cale- 
don’s website at 
www.caledon.ca. 


by Kyle Climans 


The Mississauga 
Writers Group is to be 
commended for another 
successful run of the 
Write On! Festival, which 
was held last week in the 
Noel Ryan Auditorium in 
the Central Library. 

While the inaugural 
festival, in part, cele- 
brated the release of the 
MWG’s latest anthology, 
the 2017 Write On! Festi- 
val doubled down by cel- 
ebrating the release of 
two anthologies this year. 

Word Fest: Celebrat- 
ing Who We Are, is a col- 
lection of works 
submitted by Missis- 
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A Triumphant Return for Mississauga Writers Group’s Write On! Festival 


sauga writers focusing on 
their personal lives and 
experiences, defining 
their individualism. 

These accounts drove 
home the MWG’s desire 
to celebrate the diversity 
of a city such as Missis- 
sauga, bringing together 
many cultures and histo- 
ries to form a diverse me- 
tropolis. 

This aim was contin- 
ued with the second an- 
thology. Canada, Our 
Home was prepared and 
released to coincide with 
Canada’s year-long cele- 
bration of its 150th an- 
niversary. The MWG 
reached out to its mem- 


bers, as well as two dif- 


ferent Mississauga 
schools, to assemble a 
collection of diverse 


views of Canada, ranging 
from a multitude of ages 
in an _ unprecedented 
move for the MWG. 

Councillor John 
Kovac, who attended the 
event, drew attention to 
the importance of creat- 
ing an environment that 
nurtures the growth of 
culture and arts, high- 
lighting the work of the 
City’s Culture and Arts 
Committee. 

Philip Pocock 
Catholic Secondary 
School’s Vice Principal 


Joe Zammit gave a 
touching account of the 
development of Canada, 
Our Home, involving his 
students’ entries into the 
anthology. 

Another returning 
feature of the Write On! 
Festival was the presen- 
tation of a short comedy 
piece, written by MWG 
members Kyle Climans 
and Jasmine Sawant. 

A sequel to the first 
festival’s “AA Meeting”, 
the play featured a large 
cast made up of MWG 
members as well as pro- 
fessional actors, many of 
whom are involved with 
Sawant’s Sawitri Theatre 


—e- 


Group. Directed by Sid 
Sawant, the play sur- 
passed the success of the 
first one, serving not just 
as a continuation of the 
first play, but surpassing 
the former’s scope. 

The festival featured 
readings from both an- 
thologies, with several of 
the writers on hand to 
personally read out their 
works. 

One of the entries 
came from a student at 
Philip Pocock, which Za- 
mmit read out with his 
student’s blessing. The 
entry was an emotional 
poem detailing the stu- 
dent’s immigration to 


Canada, and his adoption 
of Canada as his home. 

Overall, the 2017 
Write On! Festival was a 
clear indicator that the 
MWG has tapped into a 
desire among Missis- 
sauga’s populace to con- 
tinue to increase support 
the city’s art and culture 
scene. 

The efforts of every- 
one involved, at all levels, 
deserves praise for a suc- 
cessful continuation of 
what is surely to be anew 
tradition for both the 
MWG and Mississauga’s 
art community in gen- 
eral. 
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Peel Food Charter Endorsed by 


Last month, Region of Peel 
Council endorsed the newly 
created Peel Food Charter. 

A significant number of 
households in Peel, approxi- 
mately 14 per cent, experience 
food insecurity. Food insecu- 
rity means that individuals 
and families do not have ac- 
cess to sufficient and nutri- 
tious food they need to be 
healthy and active. 

In response to this need, the 
Peel Food Security Taskforce, 
a group of community mem- 
bers and organizations con- 
cerned about food security in 
Peel, developed the charter 
with a vision for ‘a just, sus- 
tainable and secure food sys- 
tem for now and in the 
future’. 

The charter includes practi- 
cal actions that individuals, 
families, businesses, organi- 
zations and governments can 
take to achieve that vision. 

“By endorsing the Peel 
Food Charter, Regional 
Council encourages all resi- 
dents and partners to con- 
tribute to a outers in 
which all Peel citizens have 
access to sufficient, safe and 
nutritious food,” said regional 
councillor and Human Serv- 
ices Section Chair Martin 


Region of Peel Council 


David Rikavina, 
GONnsSuitant 


Medeiros. 

“The Charter includes a 
clear set of goals and oppor- 
tunities for action, and is in- 
tended to inspire ideas to help 
us achieve a secure food sys- 
tem for Peel.” 

The Region reports that 
children make up 51 percent 
of visits to the Mississauga 
Food Bank agencies. 

Between 2009 — 2016, the 
cost to feed a family of four 
per week in Peel increased by 
26 percent (from $156.15 to 
$197.13). 

The Task Force also created 
the Peel Food Map, a useful 
tool to help funders and or- 
peo identify vulnera- 

le communities and service 
gaps, and to refer individuals 
and families in need to local 
food programs, including 
food banks and breakfast pro- 
grams. 

The map includes more 
than 200 food programs and 
initiatives in Peel. 

For more information on 
the Peel Food Charter and 
how you or your organization 
can take action on food inse- 
curity in Peel, visit povertyin- 
peel.ca. 


MySchoolROCKS shares 
positive message during 
Bullying Prevention Week 


Dufferin-Peel Catholic 
schools Our Lady of Lour- 
des and Saints Peter & Paul 
were rocking with positive 
energy during Bullying 
Awareness and Prevention 
Week! 

Mississauga’s own 
MySchoolROCKS paid a 
visit to both schools to share 
their message of inclusivity 
and community building. 

Created by a team of con- 
cerned local musicians, 
MySchoolROCKS uses the 
power of music to encour- 
age young people to stop 
and think about the nega- 
tive impact of bullying be- 
haviour. 

“T was deeply shaken by 
several high profile cases of 
school aged youth taking 
their own lives due to the 
horrible situations they 
were experiencing,” said 
MySchoolROCKS Founder 
and Executive Director Cliff 
Callaway. “We started visit- 
ing local schools in 2014 
with our RockOUT Bullying 
message but with the 
MySchoolROCKS charity, 


our goal is to take our well- 
ness programming to a 
much wider educational au- 
dience.” 

The |§MySchoolROCKS 
band performs contempo- 
rary songs to deliver a high 
octane message champi- 
oning the importance of 
treating others with respect, 
opening up to new friend- 
ships and having the confi- 
dence to stand up against 
bullying behaviour at their 
school. 

As MySchoolROCKS gains 
momentum, the team hopes 
that their message of aware- 
ness, inclusivity and positiv- 
ity will resonate with young 
people. 

MySchoolROCKS is a CRA 
registered charity that pro- 
motes youth wellness 
through engagement with 
the arts. Their music based 
program, 3 Keys to Success, 
encourages young students 
to embrace a positive ap- 
proach to relationship 
building and conflict resolu- 
tion. 


SOLUTIONS BUILT AROUND You!” 


Your financial GPS, 
directing you to 


where you want 
to go in life. 
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Peel Matters: Value Propositions for 2018 


by Catherine Soplet 


It's 12 days before Christ- 
mas, and all throughout 
Peel, our eye on the future is 
rebuffed with "Get Real!" 

What is "real" in Peel? 

As 2017 draws to a close 
on Canada's 150th birthday, 
I hold mixed emotions of 
‘meh’ mixed with 'blah' and 
blasé, about a missed op- 
portunity on what could 
have been a _ widespread 
proud and public display of 
shared, unbounded love for 
Canada. 

I wanted to scan local 
news headlines with facts to 
challenge my impression, 
but print copy was in short 
supply. Valiant publishing 
efforts on shoe-string budg- 
ets means there are shallow 
budgets for photos, let alone 
in-depth reporting for pos- 
terity. 

Thankfully, regular folk 
were determined to come 
together, local media cover- 
age notwithstanding. In this 
newspaper, Peel Daily News 
covered Canada 150 cele- 
brations and printed stories 
for posterity to recognize 
50-year anniversaries of li- 
brary and other 1967 cul- 
tural infrastructure, 
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100-year anniversary of the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge, and 
Canada Day parades held 
on July 1 across Peel. 

Cultural events through- 
out the region drew families 
out for summer fun and life- 
time memories. 

Brampton saw its largest 
and most festive Carabram 
ever, along with the 2017 
Ontario Special Olympics 
Summer Games hosted by 
Peel Regional Police. 

Mississauga ran a boister- 
ous Carassauga. 

Over 12,000 people at- 
tended Caledon Day, which 
has grown exponentially 
over the years. 

What is old is becoming 
new again. Farmers’ mar- 
kets sprung up at Benares 
Museum ahead of the Con- 
cert on the Verandah, roads 
in Brampton closed for 
pedestrian traffic, and the 
Five Feathers Market ran 
summer long in Lisgar. 

What is old is becoming 
new again. In November 
2016, for the first time in at 
least 100 years, a functional 
sweat lodge dome was cre- 
ate from tree branches and 
located on the Bradley Mu- 


seum site. 

The sweat lodge serves as 
a place for purification and 
healing. Alongside the sweat 
lodge is a tribute to “the 
seven grandfathers”, com- 
prised of a gravel bed with 
stones marked Love, Re- 
spect, Truth, Honesty, Wis- 
dom, Humility and 
Courage. 

As momentum builds for 
awareness and support of 
Indigenous reconciliation, 
in 2017 the habit has be- 
come more established to 
open public meetings with 
the traditional territorial ac- 
knowledgement. 

The indigenous tradition 
is oral history, with people 
coming together in circles 
framed for equity and inclu- 
sion. 

These Indigenous tradi- 
tions run counter to con- 
temporary brusque tones of 
breaking news, fake news, 
and no news at all. 

Important news __ that 
could not get a local read is 
the November 2017 report 
from United Way of Greater 
Toronto and York Region: 
"Opportunity Equation in 
the Greater Toronto Area: 


restore your old photos? 
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905-278-1374 
fly @PazanGallery 


An update on neighbour- 
hood income inequality and 
polarization". Using income 
data from the 2016 Census, 
the report provides the most 
up to date portrait of neigh- 
bourhood income inequality 
and polarization in the GTA. 

Without reading head- 
lines, regular folk experi- 
ence that the gap between 
rich and poor has grown 
dramatically across our re- 
gion. 

In drawing an important 
lesson from Indigenous 
councils, members of Peel 
Poverty Action Group and 
supporters of the Peel Youth 
Charter have been joining in 


at municipal Council and 
School Board circles. 

Leadership is reviewing 
the inclusive and equitable 
tenets of the Charter: With- 
out discrimination or preju- 
dice, they will take best 
efforts to ensure safety, 
health, education and future 
education of all youth in 
Peel. 

So far, the City Council of 
Mississauga, Peel District 
School Board and Dufferin- 
Peel Catholic District School 
Board have committed to 
continue endorsement, and 
put a fresh signature on the 
document. The Mississauga 
Board of Trade has pledged 


W #oHRCommunity 


to join the other civic part- 
ners as a current endorser. 

How to Get Real, in Peel: 
Create civil conversations, 
on the record and without 
headlines. Spread the word. 
The Peel Youth Charter was 
drawn to the attention of 
the Ontario Human Rights 
Commission at its Novem- 
ber Summit for the Commu- 
nity Advisory Group. 

The Summit focused on 
Indigenous reconciliation, 
criminal justice system, 
poverty and education. Of 
some 60 attendees, 4 
women came from Region 
of Peel. 


Community 
Advisory Group 


Summit 
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Caledon golf tournament raises $91,300 for Bolton camp 


by Alex Gregory 


On September 6, 2017 
hundreds of golfers de- 
scended on Osprey Valley 
Golf Course for the 14th 
edition of the Caledon 
Council Community Golf 
Tournament. 

Under the leadership of 
Caledon Council — and 
with the support of a full 
slate of sponsors — the 
2017 Tournament raised 
well over $100,000, pass- 
ing a milestone of one mil- 
lion dollars given back to 
the community over the 
life of the Tournament. 

As a result of this gener- 
ous support, last week 
Caledon Council presented 
a cheque for $91,300 to 
TRCA’s reimagining of 
Bolton Camp. 

This project is the pri- 
mary beneficiary of the 
CCCGT proceeds for 2017. 
(Other “secondary” recipi- 
ents — to be named later — 
will be awarded the re- 
maining proceeds from the 
2017 Tournament.) 

The Council contribu- 
tion will help to fulfill one 
of the most vital elements 
of Bolton Camp — the ren- 


ovation of “The Hub,” a 
4,000 square foot building 
built in 1975 that can ac- 
commodate more than 
300 users. 

It will become a central 
gathering space for the 
community and will en- 
sure that TRCA can con- 
tinue to meet the needs of 
our rapidly growing com- 
munity. 

“Thank you to our spon- 
sors, our golfers and our 
host Osprey Valley Golf 
Club,” said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. “Once again 
their generous support has 
contributed to another 
major investment in our 
community!” 

“On behalf of my Council 
colleagues I’m so proud of 
this investment in the 
Reimagining of Bolton 
Camp,” said Councillor 
Jennifer Innis, who served 
as this year’s Chair of the 
Tournament. 

“The Hub is a key com- 
ponent of the project and 
will help transform the site 
into a community cultural 
hub to meet the growing 
needs of our community 


and help bring our region 
together.” 

Applications for funding 
from the proceeds of the 
Tournament are now 
open. Community and 


not-for-profit groups are 
invited to apply for either 
“secondary” funding from 
the 2017 proceeds or to be 
the “primary” recipient of 
proceeds from the 2018 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


Pay to the order of 


Tournament. 

The deadline for applica- 
tions is January 31, 2018. 
Applications will be con- 
sidered by Caledon Coun- 
cil in Spring 2018. 


December 6, 2017 


RCA’s Reimagining of Bolton Camp $91,300 


Ninety-One Thousand, Three Hundred Dollars 


CCCGi 


PER — Caledon Council Community Golf Tournament 


For more information 
and an online application, 
visit caledon.ca/golf. 


Art Gallery of Mississauga celebrates 30 years with new programs 


The Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga is celebrating 30 
years of contemporary art 
with a variety of innovative 
exhibitions, events and pro- 
gramming for next year. 


Continuing 
Exhibitions 


Libby Hague - the past is 
never over: a retrospective 
exhibition (Nov. 2, 2017 - 
Jan. 1, 2018) 


Teasing themes from her 
decades-long practice, 
Libby Hague’s exhibition 
upends a _ traditional, 
chronological format and 
explores the role of story- 
telling and narrative in con- 
temporary exhibitions. 

Her work examines 
human and complex social 
relationships in our precar- 
ious and interconnected 
world. 


Jennifer Laiwint - The 
Pick-Up Artist 


The Pick Up Artist is an 
investigative art project 
which probes into the shad- 
owy world of Pick Up Artists 
- a community of men who 
practice a codified set of 
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strategies, many of which 
promote manipulation and 
misogyny, for the purposes 
of attracting potential part- 
ners and gaining sexual suc- 
cess. Using video, text and 
performance, Laiwint aims 
to expose and challenge the 
strategies used by this 
movement, questioning tra- 
ditional notions of mas- 
culinity. 


Unmasked @ Mississauga 
Central Library (Until Jan. 
15, 2018) 


The contemporary artists 
presented within this exhi- 
bition have responded to se- 
lected works held within the 
AGM's Permanent Collec- 
tion, and work to reclaim 
agency over their represen- 
tations. They aim to expand 
upon and subvert a dialogue 
that was so rigidly enforced 
and perpetuated by prob- 
lematic historical images, 
aesthetics and politics. 

Upcoming Events 


Visual Arts Mississauga’s 
4oth Annual Juried Show of 
Fine Arts (Jan. 11 - Feb. 11, 
2018) 

Opening Reception: 
Thursday, Jan. 11 from 6 - 8 


p.m. 


The Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga is thrilled to present 
Visual Arts Mississauga's 
4oth Annual Juried Show of 
Fine Arts, featuring works 
by 40 emerging and estab- 
lished artists living and 
working in Ontario. 


Jurors’ Walk the Talk 
(Sunday, Jan. 21 at 1 p.m.) 


Art Crit at the AGM (Sat- 
urday, Feb. 10 from 12-4 
p.m.) 


More details coming soon! 


For artists who have a 
confirmed exhibition com- 
ing up, the AGM is an Artist 
Recommender for Exhibi- 
tion Assistance Grants from 
Ontario Arts Council. 

This grant assists visual 
artists, craft artists and 
media artists with costs di- 
rectly related to presenting 
their work in confirmed, up- 
coming, public exhibitions. 

The next deadline for re- 
view of applications is Jan. 
16, 2018. 

Interested applicants can 
visit the AGM website at 
artgalleryofmississauga.co 


m/artists for more informa- 
tion and guidelines. 


The Art Gallery of Missis- 

sauga will be closed over the 
holiday break from Thurs- 
day, Dec. 21 to Sunday, Dec. 
31. The gallery will be open 
on New Year's Day, 12 - 4 
p.m.. 
The Art Gallery of Missis- 
sauga (AGM) is a public, 
not-for-profit, art gallery lo- 
cated in the Mississauga 
Civic Centre, right on Cele- 
bration Square and across 
from Square One Shopping 
Centre. 

The AGM is generously 
supported by the City of 
Mississauga, the Ontario 
Arts Council, the Canada 
Council for the Arts, the On- 
tario Trillium Foundation, 
private citizens and _ its 
members. 

The AGM provides plat- 
forms for exhibitions, col- 
lections and 
experimentation in contem- 
porary culture with a recent 
focus on artists and cultural 
producers from Indigenous, 
newcomer and youth com- 
munities. 

For more information, 
visit www.artgalleryofmis- 
sissauga.com. 
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Use Fireworks Responsibly 
This New Year’s Eve 


Can’t make the City’s 
New Year’s Eve Celebra- 
tion? 

Good news — you can 
still enjoy fireworks, but 
you must do so safely. 

New Year’s Eve is one 
of four approved holidays 
when short-range fire- 
works are allowed on pri- 
vate property, without 
the need for a permit. 
Short-range fireworks 
are those that tend to 
travel less than three me- 
tres (10 feet) when set 
off, such as fountains, 
wheels, ground spinners 
or sparklers. All other 
rocket-type fireworks are 
banned. 

Fireworks are not al- 
lowed to be used on the 
street, sidewalks, within 
City parks or on munici- 
pal or school properties. 

If you choose to go 
against the rules, you 
could be fined a mini- 
mum of $500. 


When using _ short- 
range fireworks on your 
property, be sure to fol- 


low these safety precau- 
tions: 


¢ You must have a con- 
tainer of water or a hose 
line that’s filled with 
water available to extin- 
guish fireworks. 

¢ You must never light a 
firework or hold a lit fire- 
work in your hand, other 
than a sparkler. 

¢ After using sparklers, 
place them in a container 
of water to fully cool be- 
fore disposal. 

¢ Allow all fireworks to 
fully cool before disposal. 


Residents are encour- 
aged to call 311 if they are 
concerned about the use 
of any prohibited fire- 
works they may see. 
Doing so could prevent 
injury or damage to 
property. 

For more information 
on fireworks in Bramp- 
ton, visit www.bramp- 
ton.ca. 
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Travel to Space this Winter Break with PAMA 


Celebrate the holiday sea- 
son with Peel Art Gallery, 
Museum and _ Archives 
(PAMA) this December. 

Explore new exhibitions 
like What’s for Dinner? in 
Manning Square, PAMA’s 
hands-on kid’s area and 
Peel Through the Photogra- 
pher’s Lens in the Archives. 

Visitors can also create 
some-out-of-this-world 
crafts this winter break and 
complete the Star Wars 
challenge for chances to win 
a prize pack each week! 


What’s For Dinner? 

Dec. 2, 2017 — Nov. 2018 

Enjoy PAMA's hands-on 
family friendly area! This 
year kids can explore where 
food comes from, healthy 
food choices and some of 
the many foods and tradi- 
tions enjoyed by Peel resi- 
dents, past and present! 


Peel Through the Photog- 
rapher’s Lens 

Dec. 4, 2017 — May 2018 

Explore exciting new ad- 


ditions to the Peel Archives' 
collections. Discover a wide 
range of remarkable, rarely 
seen photographs of Peel, 
captured by prominent local 
photographers Al Betts, 
Betty Odlum, and Ron Du- 
quette. 


Creative Exchange Holi- 
day Celebration, in Partner- 
ship with City of Brampton 

Thursday, Dec. 21, 7 — 
8:30 p.m. 

Creative Exchange is a 
monthly networking event 
meant to connect individual 
members of Peel's art com- 
munity, groups or organiza- 
tions with each other. Free 
admission to studio only. 


Family Winter Break Ac- 
tivities 

Dec. 27 — 29 and Jan. 2 — 
5 

10 a.m. — 3 p.m. 

Explore arts and crafts 
that are out of this world! 
Take a seven day journey 
around the galaxy and learn 
about a new planet daily and 


how they relate to our home 
right here in Peel. Drop-in, 
included with admission. 


Dec. 27, Mercury: Since a 
year on Mercury is 88 days 
longyou might as well make 
an out-of-this-world post- 
card to send home 


Dec. 28, Venus : Junior 
Astronauts, continue your 
space training by observing 
Venus move through the 
night sky and use some tools 
to create your solar road 
map to continue your expe- 
dition. 


Dec. 29, Mars: Hop over 
Earth to explore Mars — 
wait, what was that? An 
alien? Legend says you can 
spot faces between Mars' 
giant canyons. You will want 
to record these optical illu- 
sions for your mission logs. 


Jan. 2, Jupiter: Hold onto 
your spacesuit as we ap- 
proach the largest planet. 
Don't get caught in the red 


spot - which is actually a 
huge storm three times the 
size of earth and has been 
going on for over 400 years, 
yikes! Create a chaotic col- 
lage mimicking the storms 
patterns. 


Jan. 3, Saturn: Investigat- 
ing Saturn's rings can work 
up an appetite. Construct 
your own solar system 
model made out of your 
favourite foods! 


Jan. 4, Uranus: Brrr, it is 
really cold here, time to 
bundle up! Uranus, also 
known as the Ice Giant, is 
the coldest of all planets. 
Your friends back home 
won't believe this - design 
your space selfie to share! 


Jan. 5, Neptune: Congrat- 
ulations Junior Astronauts, 
you made it to the last 
planet, what an adventure! 
Let's document your space 
voyage and get that space- 
ship ready to head back 
home. 


Don't miss the chance to 
win weekly prize packs by 
completing the Star Wars 
challenge. Follow us @visit- 
pama on Twitter , Facebook 
and Instagram for all the de- 
tails! 


Don’t forget our Year- 
Round Favourites 


Always something to do 
Thursday evenings: 

Knit@PAMA: Thursday, 6 
—8p.m. 

PAMA Tours: Thursday 
evenings 

Art of Yoga (16+): Thurs- 
day, Dec., 7 — 8:30 p.m. 

Brampton Folk Club Con- 
cert: Thursday, Dec. 14 
(Theme: What a Wonderful 
World) 

Peel Aboriginal Network 
(PAN) Drumming Circle: 
Dec. 21, 7 — 8:30 p.m. 

Queer Exposure in part- 
nership with LAMP Com- 
munity Heath Centre: Dec. 
28, 7 — 8:30 p.m. 

Open Studio: Dec. 28, 6 — 


8:30 p.m. 


And Weekends: 

PAMA Tours: Saturdays 
and Sundays 

Family Fun Weekend Ac- 
tivity: Saturdays and Sun- 
days, 1— 4 p.m. Design your 
own abstract portrait. 

Family Fun Day: Satur- 
day, Dec. 16 (Theme: Por- 
traits) 


PAMA Holiday Hours 


Dec. 24, 2017 (Christmas 
Eve Day) — Closed 

Dec. 25, 2017 (Christmas 
Day) — Closed 

Dec. 26, 2017 (Boxing 
Day) — Closed 

Dec. 31, 2017 (New Year’s 
Eve) — will close early at 4 
p.m. instead of 5 p.m. 

Jan. 1, 2018 (New Year’s 
Day) — Closed 

Throughout the year, 
PAMA offers a variety of 
workshops and programs 
for all ages. Visit pama.peel- 
region.ca to learn more. 


Nominations Now Open for Brampton Citizens Awards 


Nominations for the 
Brampton Citizens 
Awards are now open 
until Jan. 31, 2018. 

The 2017 City of 
Brampton Citizens 
Awards recognize resi- 
dents who have made a 
meaningful contribution 
or have had a significant 
achievement in one of 
the following categories 


during this calendar 
year: Arts Acclaim, 
Emergency Services 


Award of Valour, Inspi- 
rational Award, Long- 
Term Service and Sports 
Achievement. 

New to 2017 are the 
Volunteer and Youth 
Volunteer of the Year 
awards. 

A Selection Commit- 
tee comprised of commu- 
nity members’ with 
subject matter expertise 
in the award categories, 
along with elected City 
Officials and representa- 
tives from Brampton Fire 
and Emergency Services, 
Brampton Sports Al- 
liance, Brampton Seniors 
Council and Peel Re- 
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gional Police will review 
the nominations to deter- 
mine those residents who 
will be honoured at the 
award ceremony in May 
2018. 

The Sports Achieve- 
ment Award recognizes 
Brampton residents 
whose achievements 
have been recognized at 
the Provincial, National 
or International level. 

The Arts Acclaim 
Award recognizes indi- 
viduals whose contribu- 
tions have had a 
significant impact in 
terms of achieving local, 
Provincial, National or 
International acclaim. 

The Long-Term Serv- 
ice Award recognizes 
dedicated volunteers 
whose efforts have made 
a significant impact to- 
wards the development 
and advancement of 
recreational sports, the 
arts and community so- 
cial services. 

The _ Inspirational 
Award recognizes 
Brampton residents who 
advocate for and/or 


practice humane action, 
or who have had an in- 
spirational influence on 
others. 

The Emergency Serv- 
ices Award of Valour rec- 
ognizes an individual or 
individuals, who volun- 
tarily risked their own 
life/lives while perform- 
ing a heroic act to save 
the life of another per- 
son. 

The City is strength- 
ened by contributions 
made by individuals and 
groups within our com- 
munity, said Mayor 
Linda Jeffrey. 

“For more than 40 
years, Brampton has 
taken the time to ac- 
knowledge those contrib- 
utors. I encourage you to 
take the time to nomi- 
nate those who you know 
have given so much to 
our city over the past 
year,” she said. 

For information on 
the program or to find 
nomination forms, visit 
www.brampton.ca/citi- 
zensawards. 


MiWay Discount Transit Ticket Program for Food 
Banks to Become Permanent 


Last month, the City 
of Mississauga directed 
staff to continue the 
MiWay Discount Transit 
Ticket Program with 
Mississauga food banks 
permanently. 

The pilot program 
began in November 2016 
with six food banks. In 
May 2017, it was ex- 
panded to include all 18 
of Mississauga’s food 
banks. It was originally 
set to conclude on Dec. 


31, 2017. 
“This program allows 


Mississauga food banks 
to purchase MiWay tick- 
ets at a 50 per cent dis- 
count with the City 
picking up the remainder 
of the cost,” said Geoff 
Marinoff, Director of 
Transit. 

“Tt is helping provide 
affordable transit options 
for those that rely on 
transit to pick up their 
groceries and _ access 
other services.” 

To date, four of the 18 
designated Mississauga 
food bank locations have 


purchased discounted 
MiWay tickets with the 
City’s portion of the pilot 
program costing $7,500. 

For 2018, the pro- 
jected cost of the pro- 
gram is $20,000. 

The continuation of 
the program received 
final approval during the 
Nov. 22 meeting of 
Council. 

For more information 
on the program, call 
MiWay’s Customer Serv- 
ice at 905-615-3636 
(INFO). 
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Killington Vermont is located in the 
Green Mountains of Central Vermont, 
just off Route 4, where one can enjoy a 
plethora of stunning hiking trails along 
the iconic Long Trail. 

Completed in 1930, the Long Trail is 
the oldest long-distance backpacking 
trail in the United States, running the 
length of the state over a 272-mile long 
distance. 

Many a hiker takes on the challenge to 
complete the trail in one continuous 
trip, which can take up to 2-4 weeks. 

We had the opportunity to meet up 
with a few of this select group, easily 
identified by the 50-75 pound bulging 
backpacks, heavily worn boots, and 
tired yet cheerful hikers. 

Vermont’s LT begins at the Massachu- 
setts border and along approximately 
one third of the way one will reach the 
town of Killington. An area well known 
and sought after as a destination for 
Killington and Pico Mountain ski re- 
sorts as well as the spectacular hiking 
trails these summits allow for the hik- 
ers. 

Very much in need for a re-set after a 
fabulous indulgent summer of fine wine 
and fine barbeque fare, we heed our call 
to the New Life Hiking Spa located in 
Mendon, Killington. 

Thank you to Jimmy LeSage, the 
Founder and Director of the spa, which 
is celebrating its 40th anniversary. 

Jimmy was one of the pioneers in cre- 
ating destination spa wellness vaca- 
tions, being one of the first of its kind to 
open in the country in 1978. 

Today, it has been heralded by Travel 


+ Leisure Magazine as a #1 Destination 
Spa in the United States, a “Top Ten 
Wellness Retreat Pick” by MSN, and “A 
Top 10 Wellness Spa” by Spafinder. 

After our 6-day excursion of adven- 
ture, healthy meals and spa treatments, 
we must concur, we returned home to- 
tally de-stressed and recharged ready to 
take on the hustle and the bustle of the 
fall and upcoming busy season ahead. 

Every morning we arise bright and 
early ready to take on the morning 
stretch class followed by the relaxing 
martial arts practice called qigong. 

Breakfast, with four options every 
morning, always with fruit to start, of- 
fers up either a protein shake, scram- 
bled eggs accompanied by a hardcore 
healthy muffin, a quiche of the day or 
oatmeal served with fresh walnuts and 
raisins. 

No time to laze around - the hiking 
guides assemble at 8:30 a.m., ready to 
group the hikers according to their fit- 
ness level and/or how the guests are 
feeling. 

They offer up great hiking for every 
level along nature walks, wooded trails 
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and ancient ways to steeper more chal- 
lenging terrain and distances. 

The hiking guides are truly amazing, 
providing a friendly and supportive en- 
vironment for a total mind-body tune 
up to get you back on track physically 
and de-stress mentally. So knowledge- 
able about the trails, including the Ap- 
palachian Trail, which joins the LT here 
in Killington, they are venerable in- 
formants on all kinds of vegetation, the 
birds, the landscape and the history of 
this region. 

Most hikes get us back to the home 
base just in time for lunch, and we are 
hungry! There are clean, healthy, deli- 
cious meals every day. One of our faves 
- the quesadillas! Eat up; there are still 
3 or 4 classes on the schedule, including 
water aerobics, again one of our faves. 

Then there’s dinner. While there’s no 
glass of Chardonnay chilling at our 
place setting, there is a delicious meal to 
close off the day. 

Whether it is grilled shrimp on a 
skewer, a bison burger or pasta primav- 
era, it’s always delish! 

Oh, and did we mention that there’s 


We never thought we would appreciate 


Groundhog Day as much as we did at 


the New Life Hiking Spa! 
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always a dessert? The chocolate pud- 
ding cake is die to for! 

Finally after our day on the trail and 
our classes, we enjoy a massage, or per- 
haps a facial or another service in the 
Spa. Perfect before we lay our heads to 
rest and prep for the next day where we 
begin all over again. We never thought 
we would appreciate Groundhog Day as 
much as we did at the New Life Hiking 
Spa! 

We have to credit Jimmy LeSage for 
founding this spa and spearheading the 
concept of hiking and wellness vaca- 
tions over 40 years ago. Today, this 
style of vacation has become very popu- 
lar with a great variety of them being of- 
fered. 

Jimmy’s happens to be one of the 
most affordable, and puts this wellness- 
focused style of vacation in reach for 
many that otherwise may not be avail- 
able to them to experience and greatly 
benefit from. 

When asked where an occasional glass 
of wine might fit into the LeSage plan 
here’s what Jimmy had to say about 
that. 

“We believe in everything in modera- 
tion. At New Life we do not allow it in 
our serving areas but we have no prob- 
lem with customers that want to go 
somewhere and enjoy outside our din- 
ing room.” Sounds fair enough to us! 


To listen to Jimmy Lesage on The Wine 
ladies radio show, visit us at 
www.connectmeradio.com/show/wine- 
ladies/ 
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FINALLY! 
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